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The year 2017 marks Fairfax County’s 275th Anniversary – check 

out www.fairfax275.com for a calendar of upcoming events 

this Spring, all celebrating the County’s historic birthday! 

April 6, 1917 marks the centennial of the U.S. entering World 

War I. In this month’s edition of Found in the Archives, we look 

at military service register “chits” which were recently 

discovered in papers left by a previous Circuit Court Clerk named 

F. W. Richardson.  F.W. also served as clerk for the Local Board of Fairfax County for the 

Selective Service System Draft, which explains why the chits appear in his papers. On these 

chits, the men were identified solely by their serial numbers. However, in conjunction with the 

Local Board record book, Muster Roll in the War with Germany ledger, and other records, 

these chits reveal personal information about the young men from Fairfax County who were 

selected to register in America’s first draft. These simple slips of paper tell us who was 

exempted from serving in the U.S. Army, and who, ultimately, went to war. 

The first nationwide draft, or registration, for men to 

enter military service began on June 5, 1917. There 

were about 4,700 Local Selective Service Boards, who 

were charged with registering and classifying each 

young man. When the potential draftee appeared, a 

card with a unique serial number assigned to him was 

logged. Our Local Record minutes for July 6, 1917, state that 1,468 ‘persons’ had registered 

with the Local Board for Fairfax County. According to the Local Board minutes, men who 

registered late (after July 10) were not initially given serial numbers.  

Each individual earned a classification:  “fit for service” (class 1), or “temporarily exempt or 

discharged” (classes II – V). The Local Board assessed men using various criteria, including 

physical fitness. A local doctor gave medical examinations to determine any physical 

disabilities or illnesses rendering the registrant unfit to serve. Initial exemptions for service 

were often made based on the doctor’s examination. Chits for serial numbers 182, 390 

(pictured above) and 786 all state that the draftees were physically disqualified from service. 

We have no record of their names. 

Chit 390, Unknown “Did Not Pass” 

http://www.fairfax275.com/


 

 

Even if the draftee was qualified or “passed,” his family situation might entitle him to an 

exemption. A draftee who was the sole provider for his family could be exempted. One such 

Fairfax County draftee was Solomon Marshall, serial number 721, who claimed sole 

providership for his wife and five children. Grant Leigh Trickett, serial number 1322, was 

exempted because his ‘Aged and infirm’ parents were dependent on him.  

 

 

 

 

Another classification 

category was 

occupation. Certain 

occupations were 

regarded as necessary 

for the war effort, and 

exemptions might be 

given. Agriculture and 

food production, mining, 

working in oil and gas 

production and general 

manufacturing, 

especially manufacturing 

of weapons and other 

military equipment, 

were considered very 

important occupations. 

Soldiers needed food, 

weapons and uniforms; 

and citizens needed their 

necessary supplies, too.  

The Occupation Code sheet issued by the federal government sheds light on what the country 

viewed as priority occupations. Clergymen were listed on the Occupational Code reference 

Chit 721, Solomon Marshall Chit 1322, Grant Leigh Trickett 

Occupational Code sheet 



 

 

sheet (above) as Occupation No. 28; agricultural work was listed as Occupation No. 1, which 

means it was regarded as the most important work to maintain during the war. Harry Carter 

Marsh, serial number 509, was exempted because he was a ‘Regular ordained minister.’ 

 

 

 Local Board record book entry, 
Harry Carter Marsh 

A summary sheet for the number of men in each occupational category shows that roughly 1 

in 7 clergymen registered in Fairfax County was sent to war; by contrast, only 1 in every 14 

agricultural workers registered was accepted for service. 

Draftees not immediately exempted from service could appeal the decision to their Local 

Board. Most of the chits we have are from those very exemption appeals. The Local Board 

Record Book tells us why certain men’s exemptions were allowed, but it does not tell us why 

other men’s exemptions were disallowed. Draftee 

Malachi Jasper from Alexandria, serial number 379, 

was not exempted, and he was inducted into the 

U.S. Army as 10/26/1917. Robert R. Cross, serial 

number 1014, was also not exempted. Albert H. 

Lester from Falls Church, serial number 652, was 

inducted on 9/4/1917, which makes him one of the 

first men from Fairfax County to begin service in the 

Great War. 

 

Muster Roll entry for 
Albert H. Lester of Falls 
Church 

 

 

 

Chit 509, Harry Carter Marsh 

 

Chit 379, Malachi Jasper 

Chit 1014, Robert R. Cross 



 

 

After the classification cards 

were summarized and a list 

sent to the Provost Marshall 

General in Washington, D.C., 

the cards themselves were 

sent to the state capital.  

Fairfax’s were sent to 

Richmond. Each Local Board 

kept a copy of the list; part of 

the first page of the list for 

the first draft in Fairfax 

County is shown at left. Two 

men from our chits can be 

seen on this list: Carl 

Johnson, serial number 1103, 

and Jack R. Darne, serial 

number 1020. Carl Johnson is 

listed on our Muster Roll, 

Jack R. Darne is not. This may 

indicate either that Darne 

was not eventually inducted 

into the army, or that Darne 

was inducted but accidently     

missed off our Muster Roll. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of draftees from Fairfax County 



 

 

The final act of the Local Boards was to 

place draftees on trains to take them to 

their training camps. This photograph, 

courtesy of local historian Lee Hubbard, 

shows the first group of draftees waiting 

for their train at Fairfax Station. Draftees 

from Virginia were taken to several 

training camps depending on the kind of 

service they would perform and the 

division they would join. Officers and 

engineers would generally attend Camp 

Humphreys (now Fort Belvoir), engineers 

and artillery regiments attended Camp 

Myer near Arlington, while members of 

the 29th Division went to Camp Dix in New 

Jersey, and members of the 80th Division 

went to Camp Lee, south of Richmond. We know that some of our draftees went to Camp Lee, 

because our Muster Roll lists two men dying from disease there, Clarence Dawson of Lorton 

and Corliss Montgomery Fox from Vienna.  

 

 

Thankfully, none of the men whose chits we have in the collection (and whose Muster Roll 

entries indicate they went to training camps) are found on the War Memorial on the historic 

courthouse green, which means they were not killed during active service. But, one of our men 

did die: John Elmore Gaines, serial number 440. Gaines is not listed as having been killed in 

Photograph of first draftees embarking for training 
camp, courtesy of Lee Hubbard 

Muster Roll entry for Corliss Montgomery Fox 



 

 

action. His Muster Roll entry lists him as being inducted into service on 10/26/1917 and his 

home address as Alexandria Route 4; a final note reads ‘Died of disease’.  

 

 

 

 

As with all our military members, living and dead, we thank these men for their service. 

For more information on these and other records held at the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center, 

please call 703-246-4168 or email historicalrecords@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Sign up for Found in the Archives, the monthly newsletter of the HRC: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm 

Chit 440, John Elmore Gaines 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm


 

 

 


